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SYSTEM, METHOD, AND COMPUTER
PROGRAM PRODUCT TO DISTRIBUTE
WORKLOAD

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to Network-on-Chip (NoC)
systems, and more particularly to maximizing resource utili-
zation using such systems.

BACKGROUND

With of the advent of System-on-Chips (SoC) and Chip-
Multiprocessing (CMP), use of Network-on-Chips (NoC) is
becoming more widespread. The various components (or
agents) of the SoC send messages containing specific pro-
cessing requests to each other through the NoC thereby com-
municating in a client-server fashion. One design challenge in
any SoC is found in addressing the resourceutilization &
load-balancing of various agents found in the SoC.

For example, conventional SoC architectures are imple-
mented in such a way that one or more agents of the SoC may
be idle or under-utilized while at the same time one or more
other agents of the SoC may be overloaded. There is thus a
need for addressing these and/or other issues associated with
the prior art.

SUMMARY

A system, method, and computer program product are
provided for re-directing a message from a first queue to a
second queue associated with a receiver agent in response to
arequest. In operation, a message is sent from a sender agent
to a first queue which may be associated with a first receiver
agent. Additionally, a request is received at the first queue
from a second receiver agent. Furthermore, the message is
redirected from the first queue to a second queue associated
with the receiver agent, in response to the request. In some
embodiment, the first queue may not be associated with the
second receiver agent.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an apparatus for sending a message from a
first queue to a second queue associated with a receiver agent
in response to a request, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 2 shows a method for sending a message from a first
queue to a second queue associated with a receiver agent in
response to a request, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 3 shows a multiprocessor system for sending a mes-
sage from a first queue to a second queue associated with a
receiver agent in response to a request, in accordance with
another embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows a method for ensuring that a receiver agent
queue has sufficient free space to support a pop request, in
accordance with yet another embodiment.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary system in which the various
architecture and/or functionality of the various previous
embodiments may be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As shown in FIG. 1, a network processor 20 can be imple-
mented by using massively parallel multi-threaded chip-mul-
tiprocessors integrated with various dedicated functional
units (e.g., for individual packet processing sub-tasks) in a
single SoC to communicate with network 60. Each functional
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unit may contain several identical processing engines. The
workload for the network processor 20 may be handled by
one or more general purpose agents 30, such as the CPU
threads or dedicated processing engines in each functional
units. Agent 30A corresponds to CPU-based agents. Agent
30B corresponds to engine-based agents such as security
engines and compression engines. Agent 30C corresponds to
network interface agents. While only three examples of
agents 30A-C are shown in FIG. 1, it is noted that a network
process 20 may have any number or types of such agents 30.

The CPUs, functional units, and networking interfaces in
the network processor 20 communicate by sending messages
to each other through a network-on-chip (NoC) 55. Each
message typically contains instructions & other relevant
information for a task to be performed by the receiver. When
the receiver is done, the receiver sends a message to the next
agent for the next task to be performed in the packet process-
ing sequence.

According to the present embodiment, a message redirec-
tor 50 is employed to allow the network processor 20 to
achieve improved performance and to maximize resource
utilization. The message redirector 50 operates such that the
available workload can be spread evenly among all available
agents so that no CPU or processing engine is overloaded
when another similar CPU or processing engine is idle or
under-utilized.

According to some embodiments, this is achieved by let-
ting agents (e.g., CPU’s or processing engines) which are idle
or under-utilized to snoop and redirect messages from
another agents queues to itself. In addition, some embodi-
ments also provide for general-purpose queues to which any
agent can send a message but which send the message to an
agent only upon receiving an explicit request from any other
agent. This configuration lends itself very well to an archi-
tecture where multiple agents deposit their output messages
in these general-purpose queues instead of being required to
determine whether and/or which of several agents is available
or capable of performing the next task in the packet-process-
ing sequence.

The present approach provides significant advantages over
alternative approaches that address load-balancing problems
by using a scheduler to distribute messages among all the
agents capable of processing it. This is because the scheduler
approach needs to keep track of each agents status (i.e., how
over-utilized or under-utilized it is) and estimate the time
required to process each message. Usually it is difficult to
keep track of each agent’s status accurately.

The problem is that the scheduler performance can become
the bottleneck if it cannot allocate the workload fast enough.
Also, a scheduler does not lend itself very efficiently to where
multiple agents need to distribute their output messages to a
set of agents for the next task in the packet processing
sequence.

FIG. 2 shows a method 100 for re-directing a message from
a first queue to a second queue associated with a receiver
agent in response to a request, in accordance with one
embodiment. As shown in operation 102, a message is sent
from a sender agent to a first queue.

In the context of the present description, the sender agent
refers to any agent capable of sending a message. In one
embodiment, the sender agent may include a central process-
ing unit (CPU) thread. For example, the sender agent may
include a general purpose CPU thread. In another embodi-
ment, the sender agent may include a processing engine. For
example, the sender agent may include a dedicated process-
ing engine such as a networking interface, security-engine,
compression-engine etc.
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Additionally, in yet another embodiment, the sender agent
may be contained within a functional unit. For example, the
sender agent may include one of multiple sender agents con-
tained within a functional unit. In another example, the func-
tional unit may be integrated with a multi-threaded chip-
multiprocessor. Further, in still another embodiment, the
sender agent may be connected to a communication network.
For example, the sender agent may be connected to a Net-
work-on-Chip (NoC).

Further still, the message may include any data capable of
being sent to the first queue. In one embodiment, the message
may include instructions to be performed by a receiver agent.
In another embodiment, the message may include informa-
tion relating to a task to be performed by the receiver agent.
For example, the message may include instructions along a
address in memory where data to be processed is stored. For
example, the message may include a task to be performed in
a packet processing sequence by the receiver agent.

In yet another embodiment, the message may include one
data packet or a plurality of data packets. For example, the
message may include a single entry including 8 bytes of data
along with a header that includes 1 byte software code, a
source identifier (ID), a destination ID, a size, etc. In another
example, the message may include 1 to 4 (or more) entries. In
still another embodiment, the message may contain more than
one packet and may be split into individual packets while
traveling across the communication network.

Also, in the context of the present description, the first
queue may include any structure capable of storing and
retrieving one or more messages. For example, the first queue
may include a first-in first-out (FIFO) queue. In one embodi-
ment, the first queue may include a receiver queue associated
with a particular receiver agent. For example, the first queue
may be paired to the particular receiver agent. In another
example, the first queue may include a push output queue
paired to the particular receiver agent that automatically
delivers the message to the particular receiver agent.

In another embodiment, the first queue may not necessarily
be associated with any receiver agent. It might be a general
purpose queue which is read by numerous receiver agents.
For example, the first queue may include a general purpose
queue. In another example, the first queue may include a pop
output queue that is not paired to any receiver agent and that
stores the message until a receiver agent requests the message
from the first queue. Additionally, the first queue may be
maintained in a central static random access memory
(SRAM).

In addition, in one embodiment, the message may be sent
from the sender agent to the first queue in response to an
event. For example, after one task of a multi-task sequence
has been performed by the sender agent, the sender agent may
send a message relating to a next task of the sequence to the
first queue. In another embodiment, the message may be sent
from the sender agent to the first queue in response to a push
request sent from the sender agent to the first queue. Further,
in one embodiment, the message may be stored in the first
queue. In another embodiment, the message may first be
stored in a transmit queue, input queue, etc. associated with
the sender agent en-route to the first queue before being sent
to the first queue.

Additionally, as shown in operation 104, a request is
received at the first queue from a receiver agent. In the context
of the present description, the request may include any
request relating to one or more messages in the first queue.
For example, the request may include a request to send the
message from the first queue to a second queue. In one
embodiment, the request may include a pop request. For
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example, the request may include a pop request that requests
the reading and redirection of the message from the first
queue to the second queue. Further, the receiver agent may
refer to any agent capable of receiving a message. In one
embodiment, the receiver agent may have one or more of the
same characteristics as the sender agent. In another embodi-
ment, the receiver agent may be separate from the sender
agent.

Further still, the request received at the first queue may be
sent by the receiver agent in response to an event. For
example, the request received at the first queue may be sent by
the receiver agent in response to a determination (by the
receiver agent or another entity) that the receiver agent is idle.
In another example, the request received at the first queue
may be sent by the receiver agent in response to a determina-
tion that the receiver agent is underutilized. In yet another
example, the request received at the first queue may be sent by
the receiver agent in response to a determination that a second
queue associated with the receiver agent is empty.

In one embodiment, the first queue may be associated with
another receiver agent. If it is determined that the first queue
is associated with the other receiver agent, the request
received at the first queue may be sent by the receiver agent in
response to a determination (by the receiver agent or another
entity) that the other receiver agent associated with the first
queue is running slow, backing up, creating a performance
bottleneck, is overloaded, is over-utilized in any manner, etc.

Additionally, as shown in operation 106, the message is
sent from the first queue to a second queue associated with the
receiver agent, in response to the request. In one embodiment,
the second queue may be tied to the receiver agent. In another
embodiment, the second queue may have been empty when
the request was sent from the receiver agent to the first queue.
In yet another embodiment, if the message at the first queue
includes a plurality of data packets, all of the plurality of data
packets may be sent from the first queue to the second queue
in response to the request. Additionally, in one embodiment,
the message may be stored in the second queue after it is
re-directed from the first queue to the second queue.

Additionally, in one embodiment, a plurality of queues
may be associated with the receiver agent. Further, in another
embodiment, the receiver agent may prioritize queues asso-
ciated with it. For example, the prioritization may be random,
predetermined, or based on any other element.

Additionally, in one embodiment, upon receiving a request
from the receiver agent, the first queue may determine that it
does not have any messages and may send a special message
(indicating that it was empty) to the second queue.

In still another embodiment, the method 100 may be imple-
mented in the context of a data switch interconnect and mes-
saging network coupled to a plurality of multithreaded pro-
cessor cores. See, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 7,467,243, filed
Aug. 31, 2004, which is hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety, and which describes an example of an advanced
processor with a scheme for optimal packet flow in a multi-
processor system on a chip.

Additionally, the method 100 may be implemented utiliz-
ing a shared memory switch. For example, the first queue and
second queue may be incorporated within the shared memory
switch. See, for example, U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/325,050, filed Nov. 28, 2008, which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety, and which describes an
example of transmitting messages utilizing a centralized on-
chip shared memory switch.

In this way, the receiver agent may be prevented from
becoming idle by preventing the second queue from becom-
ing empty. Additionally, the receiver agent may relieve other
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receiver agents that have become over-utilized. As such,
higher performance and maximized resource utilization may
be achieved through load balancing among agents.

More illustrative information will now be set forth regard-
ing various optional architectures and features with which the
foregoing framework may or may not be implemented, per
the desires of the user. It should be strongly noted that the
following information is set forth for illustrative purposes and
should not be construed as limiting in any manner. Any of the
following features may be optionally incorporated with or
without the exclusion of other features described.

FIG. 3 shows a multiprocessor system 200 for sending a
message from a first queue to a second queue associated with
a receiver agent in response to a request, in accordance with
one embodiment. As an option, the present system 200 may
be implemented to carry out the apparatus or method of FIGS.
1-2. Of course, however, the system 200 may be implemented
in any desired environment. It should also be noted that the
aforementioned definitions may apply during the present
description.

As shown, the system 200 includes a plurality of sender
agents 202A-N, as well as a plurality of receiver agents 204 A-
N. Additionally, the system 200 includes a plurality of
receiver queues 208A-N and general purpose queues 210A-
N. Further, each of the receiver agents 204A-N is associated
with one or more of the receiver queues 208A-N. For
example, each of the receiver queues 208A-N may be paired
to a respective one of the receiver agents 204 A-N. Addition-
ally, each of the receiver queues 208 A-N may automatically
deliver messages in the queue to the receiver agent 204A-N to
which they are paired. On the other hand, none of general
purpose queues 210A-N may be bound to any of the receiver
agents 204A-N.

In one embodiment, one of sender agents 202A-N may
send a push request to one or more of receiver queues 208 A-N
or general purpose queues 210A-N. For example, sender
agent 202A may send a push request to receiver queue 208B
in order to send a message from sender agent 202 A to receiver
queue 208B, where the message is then stored in receiver
queue 208B. Additionally, in another example, sender agent
202B may send a push request to general purpose queue 210A
in order to send a message from sender agent 202B to general
purpose queue 210A, where the message is stored in general
purpose queue 210A.

Additionally, in one embodiment, one or more actions may
be taken if it is determined that one of receiver queues
208A-N is full. For example, the space in the queues may be
allocated among all the agents capable of sending to that
queue & each sender agent may check if it has exhausted the
space allocated to it, e.g., as described in U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/261,808, filed Oct. 30, 2008, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety. For example,
sender agent 202B may initially send a push request 206B to
receiver queue 208 A in order to send a message from sender
agent 202B to receiver queue 208A. However, if it is deter-
mined that receiver queue 208A is full, receiver queue 208A
may send a notification that it is full to sender agent 202B.

In response to the determination that receiver queue 208A
is full, sender agent 202B may then send a push request to one
of receiver queues 208A-N other than receiver queue 208A.
In another example, in response to the receipt of the notifica-
tion that receiver queue 208A is full, sender agent 202B may
then send a push request to one of general purpose queues
210A-N.

Further, in another embodiment, one of sender agents
202A-N may send a push request to one of general purpose
queues 210A-N only if one or more conditions are satisfied.
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For example, one of sender agents 202A-N may send a push
request to one of general purpose queues 210A-N only ifall of
receiver queues 208A-N are full.

In yet another embodiment, one of the receiver agents
204 A-N may request a message from one of its associated
receiver queues 208A-N excluding the queues associated
with it. For example, when receiver agent 204A has com-
pleted processing a message, it may send a request to the
receiver queue 208A-N excluding 208A to which it is bound
in order to redirect an additional message to the respective
receiver queue 208A. In response to the request, the respec-
tive one of the receiver queues 208A-N excluding 208 A may
then redirect the message to receiver queue 208A.

In still another embodiment, one of the receiver agents
204A-N may request a message from one of the general
purpose queues 210A-N. For example, receiver agent 204B
may complete the processing of a message, and may send a
pop request to general purpose queue 210A-N to redirect a
message to the receiver queue 208B to which it is bound in
order to retrieve an additional message.

However, in another embodiment, if the general purpose
queue 210A-N is empty when the pop request is received
from receiver agent 204B, then general purpose queue
210A-N may return a notification to receiver queue 208B
(which may ultimately be delivered to the receiver agent
204B) that the receiver queue 208B is empty. For example,
the general purpose queue 210A-N may return an empty
message to the receiver queue 208B to be sent to the receiver
agent 204B if the general purpose queue 210A-N is empty
when the pop request is received from receiver agent 204B.

In one embodiment, the receiver agents 204A-N may
include an apparatus to determine that their associated queues
208A-N are empty causing them to send a pop request to
another queue. For example, upon discovering that its
receiver queue 208B is empty, receiver agent 204B may send
a pop request to general purpose queue 210A. If the general
purpose queue 210A is empty, it too will return a notification
to the receiver agent 204B that the general purpose queue
210A is empty, and the receiver agent 204B may then send a
message request to another of the general purpose queues
210A-N.

Additionally, if the general purpose queue 210A does con-
tain a message, it may return the message to the receiver agent
204B that sent the request. For example, if the general pur-
pose queue 210A contains a message, the general purpose
queue 210A may redirect the message from the general pur-
pose queue 210A to the receiver queue 208B to which the
receiver agent 204B is bound in response to the receiver agent
204B’s pop request.

In this way, sender agents 202A-N may deposit messages
in general purpose queues 210A-N instead of attempting to
determine which of receiver agents 204A-N is available for
performing a task in a packet processing sequence using a
scheduler or other means which can potentially become a
bottleneck.

Further, in another embodiment, one of the receiver agents
204A-N may request a message from one of the receiver
queues 208A-N to which it is not associated. For example, if
receiver agent 204B determines that the receiver queue 208B
is empty, the receiver agent 204B may send a pop request to
one of the receiver queues 208 A-N other than receiver queue
204B.

In yet another embodiment, one of the receiver agents
204 A-N may request a message from a particular one of the
receiver queues 208A-N to which the receiver agent is not
associated in response to a particular determination. For
example, if it is determined that receiver agent 204B is over-
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loaded (e.g., has too many messages in its associated receiver
queue 208B, etc.), then receiver agent 204A may be alerted
and may send a pop request to receiver agent 204B’s associ-
ated receiver queue 208B. Receiver queue 208B may then
send one or more messages to receiver agent’s 204 A associ-
ated receiver queue 208A in response to receiver agent’s
204A pop request. Inthis way, receiver agent 204 A may assist
receiver agent 204B when the latter is overloaded by reducing
an amount of messages in its associated receiver queue 208B.

Also, in one embodiment, one of the receiver agents
204A-N may request a message from one or more of receiver
queues 208A-N to which the receiver agent is not associated
or may request a message from one or more general purpose
queues 210A-N in response to a particular determination. For
example, receiver agent 204A may send a pop request to one
or more of receiver queues 208 A-N to which it is not associ-
ated or to one or more of general purpose queues 210A-N if'it
determined that receiver agent 204A is idle, underutilized,
etc. When one or more of the receiver queues 208A-N or
general purpose queues 210A-N receive the pop request from
receiver agent 204A, they may send one or more messages
stored in the respective queue to one or more of receiver
queues 208A-N which are associated with receiver agent
204A.

In this way, receiver agents 204A-N may maximize
resource utilization by spreading messages in an even manner
amongst all receiver agents 204A-N, such that no agents are
overloaded, idle, or under-utilized.

FIG. 4 shows a method 300 for ensuring that a queue
associated with a receiver agent has sufficient free space to
support a pop request, in accordance with yet another
embodiment. As an option, the method 300 may be carried out
in the context of the functionality and architecture of FIGS.
1-3. Of course, however, the method 300 may be carried out
in any desired environment. It should also be noted that the
aforementioned definitions may apply during the present
description.

As shown in operation 302, it is determined that a message
is desired in a queue associated with a receiver agent. In one
embodiment, it may be determined that the receiver agent is
idle. In another embodiment, it may be determined that the
receiver agent is underutilized. In still another embodiment, it
may be determined that a second receiver agent other than the
receiver agent is overloaded. Of course, however, it may be
determined that the message is desired in the queue associ-
ated with the receiver agent in any manner.

Additionally, as shown in decision 304, it is determined
whether the queue associated with the receiver agent has
sufficient credits to store a maximum message size. In one
embodiment, one or more credits may be allocated to the
receiver agent, where each credit is representative of at least
a portion of a message. For example, each credit represents
oneunused entry in a queue. In this way, the amount of credits
allocated to the receiver agent may indicate the amount of
unused entries in the queue associated with the receiver agent.
Additionally, see, for example, U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 12/261,808, filed Oct. 30, 2008, which is hereby incor-
porated by reference in its entirety, and which describes an
example of providing for optimal packet flow in a multi-
processor system on a chip using credits.

Thus, in one embodiment, it may be determined whether an
amount of credits equal to a particular message size has been
allocated to the receiver agent. For example, a size of the
message may be measured by the number of entries that the
message fills in a queue when stored. Additionally, the size of
one or more messages currently stored in queues other than
the queue associated with the receiver agent may be recorded,
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and the largest of those message sizes may be determined and
compared to the amount of credits allocated to the receiver
agent. In this way, it may be determined whether the queue
associated with the receiver agent has sufficient free space to
store the largest of the messages currently stored, in queues
other than the queue associated with the receiver agent.

Ifit is determined in decision 304 that the queue associated
with the receiver agent does not have sufficient credits to store
a maximum message size, then the method 300 returns to
operation 302. However, if in decision 304 it is determined
that the queue associated with the receiver agent does have
sufficient credits to store a maximum message size, then in
operation 308 a pop request is sent by the receiver agent to a
queue other than the queue associated with the receiver agent.

For example, the receiver agent may send a pop request to
a receiver queue other than the receiver agent’s associated
receiver queue. In another example, the receiver agent may
send a pop request to a general purpose queue. Additionally,
in operation 310 the amount of credits equivalent to the maxi-
mum message size is decremented from the receiver agent. In
this way, it is assured that the queue associated with the
receiver agent has sufficient free space to support a pop
request for any message currently stored in queues other than
the queue associated with the receiver agent, thereby avoiding
message blocking and enabling flow control for the queue
associated with the receiver agent.

A determination is made at decision 311 whether the queue
to which the pop request is sent is empty. If so, then a special
message is generated in operation 315 to indicate the empty
state of the queue.

Otherwise, in operation 312 a message is returned to the
queue associated with the receiver agent in response to the
pop request. For example, the queue that received the pop
request from the receiver agent may send the message to the
queue associated with the receiver agent in response to the
pop request.

Further still, in decision 314 it is determined whether the
number of credits equivalent to the size of the returned mes-
sage is less than the number of credits equivalent to the
maximum message size. If it is determined in decision 314
that the number of credits equivalent to the size of the returned
message is not less than the number of credits equivalent to
the maximum message size, then in operation 316 no credits
are returned to the receiver agent.

However, if it is determined in decision 314 that the num-
ber of credits equivalent to the size of the returned message is
less than the number of credits equivalent to the maximum
message size, then in operation 318 the difference between
the number of credits equivalent to the size of the returned
message and the number of credits equivalent to the maxi-
mum message size is immediately returned to the receiver
agent. In this way, the receiver agent will have an updated
amount of credits equivalent to the amount of free space in its
associated queue after the requested message has been
received.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary system 400 in which the
various architecture and/or functionality of the various pre-
vious embodiments may be implemented. As shown, a sys-
tem 400 is provided including at least one host processor 401
which is connected to a communication bus 402. The system
400 also includes a main memory 404. Control logic (soft-
ware) and data are stored in the main memory 404 which may
take the form of random access memory (RAM).

The system 400 also includes a graphics processor 406 and
a display 408, i.e. a computer monitor. In one embodiment,
the graphics processor 406 may include a plurality of shader
modules, a rasterization module, etc. Each of the foregoing
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modules may even be situated on a single semiconductor
platform to form a graphics processing unit (GPU).

In the present description, a single semiconductor platform
may refer to a sole unitary semiconductor-based integrated
circuit or chip. It should be noted that the term single semi-
conductor platform may also refer to multi-chip modules with
increased connectivity which simulate on-chip operation, and
make substantial improvements over utilizing a conventional
central processing unit (CPU) and bus implementation. Of
course, the various modules may also be situated separately
or in various combinations of semiconductor platforms per
the desires of the user.

The system 400 may also include a secondary storage 410.
The secondary storage 410 includes, for example, a hard disk
drive and/or a removable storage drive, representing a floppy
disk drive, a magnetic tape drive, a compact disk drive, etc.
The removable storage drive reads from and/or writes to a
removable storage unit in a well known manner.

Computer programs, or computer control logic algorithms,
may be stored in the main memory 404 and/or the secondary
storage 410. Such cbmputerprograms, when executed, enable
the system 400 to perform various functions. Memory 404,
storage 410 and/or any other storage are possible examples of
computer-readable media.

In one embodiment, the architecture and/or functionality
of the various previous FIGS. may be implemented in the
context of the host processor 401, graphics processor 406, an
integrated circuit (not shown) that is capable of at least a
portion of the capabilities of both the host processor 401 and
the graphics processor 406, a chipset (i.e. a group of inte-
grated circuits designed to work and sold as a unit for per-
forming related functions, etc.), and/or any other integrated
circuit for that matter.

Still yet, the architecture and/or functionality of the various
previous FIGS. may be implemented in the context of a gen-
eral computer system, a circuit board system, a game console
system dedicated for entertainment purposes, an application-
specific system, and/or any other desired system. For
example, the system 400 may take the form of a desktop
computer, lap-top computer, and/or any other type of logic.
Still yet, the system 400 may take the form of various other
devices including, but not limited to, a personal digital assis-
tant (PDA) device, a mobile phone device, a television, etc.

Further, while not shown, the system 400 may be coupled
to a network [e.g. a telecommunications network, local area
network (LAN), wireless network, wide area network (WAN)
such as the Internet, peer-to-peer network, cable network,
etc.] for communication purposes.

While various embodiments have been described above, it
should be understood that they have been presented by way of
example only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope
of a preferred embodiment should not be limited by any of the
above-described exemplary embodiments, but should be
defined only in accordance with the following claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

sending a message from a sender agent to a first queue of an

over-utilized processor;
monitoring, by an under-utilized processor associated with
a second queue, the first queue;

determining a size of the message based on a number of
entries that the message would fill in the second queue if
stored;

determining whether sufficient credits have been allocated

to the second queue to store the message based on the
size of the message;
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redirecting the message, by the under-utilized processor,
from the first queue to the second queue when it is
determined that the sufficient credits have been allocated
to the second queue; and
deducting a number of credits corresponding to the size of
the message from the sufficient credits.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
storing the message in the first queue.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the redirecting com-
prises:
redirecting the message in response to an event.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the redirecting com-
prises:
redirecting by the under-utilized processor in response to a
determination that the under-utilized processor is idle.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the redirecting com-
prises:
redirecting by the under utilized processor the message in
response to a determination that the under-utilized pro-
cessor is under-utilized.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first queue is asso-
ciated with a second over-utilized processor.
7. The method of claim 6, wherein the redirecting com-
prises:
redirecting the message in response to a determination that
the second over-utilized processor is over-utilized.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein the redirecting com-
prises:
redirecting the message in response to a determination that
the second queue is empty.
9. The method of claim 1, wherein the first queue includes
a receiver queue associated with another under-utilized pro-
Ccessor.
10. The method of claim 1, wherein the first queue includes
a general purpose queue.
11. The method of claim 1, wherein the second queue is
paired to the under-utilized processor.
12. The method of claim 1, wherein the sender agent
includes a central processing unit (CPU) thread.
13. The method of claim 1, wherein the sending the mes-
sage comprises:
sending a plurality of data packets.
14. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
storing the message in the second queue after it is redi-
rected from the first queue to the second queue.
15. The method of claim 1, wherein a plurality of queues
are associated with the under-utilized processor.
16. A computer program product embodied on a non-tran-
sitory computer readable medium, comprising:
computer code for sending a message from a sender agent
to a first queue of an over-utilized processor;
computer code for monitoring, by an under-utilized pro-
cessor associated with a second queue, the first queue;
computer code for determining a size of the message based
on a number of entries that the message would fill in the
second queue if stored;
computer code for determining whether sufficient credits
have been allocated to the second queue to store the
message based on the size of the message;
computer code for redirecting the message, by the under-
utilized processor, to the second queue when it is deter-
mined that the sufficient credits have been allocated to
the second queue; and
computer code for deducting a number of credits corre-
sponding to the size of the message from the sufficient
credits.
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17. The computer program product of claim 16, further
comprising:

computer code for storing the message in the first queue.

18. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the computer code for redirecting comprises:

computer code for redirecting the message in response to

an event.

19. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the computer code for redirecting comprises:

computer code for redirecting the message in response to a

determination that the under-utilized processor is idle.

20. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the computer code for redirecting comprises:

computer code for redirecting the message in response to a

determination that the under-utilized processor is under-
utilized.

21. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the first queue is associated with a second over-utilized pro-
Cessor.

22. The computer program product of claim 21, wherein
the computer code for redirecting comprises:

computer code for redirecting the message in response to a

determination that the second over-utilized processor is
over-utilized.

23. The computer program product of claim 19, wherein
the computer code for redirecting comprises:

computer code for redirecting the message in response to a

determination that the second queue is empty.

24. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the first queue includes a receiver queue associated with a
second over-utilized processor.

25. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the first queue includes a general purpose queue.

26. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the second queue is paired to the under-utilized processor.

27. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the computer code for sending the message comprises:

computer code for sending a plurality of data packets.

28. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the computer code for sending the message comprises:

computer code for sending the message in response to a

push request sent from the sender agent to the first
queue.

29. The computer program product of claim 16, further
comprising:

5

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

12

computer code for storing the message in the second queue
after it is redirected from the first queue to the second
queue.
30. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein a
plurality of queues is associated with the under-utilized pro-
Cessor.
31. An apparatus, comprising:
a sender agent, associated with a first queue of an over-
utilized processor, configured to send a message to the
first queue; and
an under-utilized processor, associated with a second
queue, configured to:
monitor the first queue,
determine a size of the message based on a number of
entries that the message would fill in the second queue
if stored,

determine whether sufficient credits have been allocated
to the second queue to store the message based on the
size of the message,

redirect the message from the first queue to the second
queue when it is determined that the sufficient credits
have been allocated to the second queue, and

deduct a number of credits corresponding to the size of
the message from the sufficient credits.

32. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the under-utilized
processor is configured to redirect the message in response to
a determination that the second queue is empty.

33. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the message is
stored in the first queue.

34. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the under-utilized
processor is configured to redirect the message in response to
an event.

35. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the under-utilized
processor is configured to redirect the message in response to
a determination that the under-utilized processor is idle.

36. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the under-utilized
processor is configured to redirect the message in response to
a determination that the underutilized processor is under-
utilized.

37. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the first queue
includes a receiver queue associated with another under-uti-
lized processor.

38. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the second queue is
configured to be paired to the under-utilized processor.

39. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the message
includes a plurality of data packets.

#* #* #* #* #*
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